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Scholarships for 30 students of promise 

16 treadle sewing machines in our 
Tailoring Centres  

We Provided: 

100 shawls & shirts for an unusual cold snap  

2,500 slates & textbooks 

51 new blackboards, handbooks for teachers  

Thousands of school supplies  

+ Opened 3  
New FreeSchools  
in Thailand 

3,000 
Children educated in our system 

Provided employment for 90 
teachers & supervisors  

(mainly women) 

Opened Schools 
in the state of Bihar 

 
Motihari—4 
Bettiah—2 

 
Plus a special new 

school dedicated to 
“professional beggar 

children” 

+ Opened 2  
New FreeSchools  
in Delhi and 
Uttar Pradesh 

Expanded operations into 
the US and obtained      

501(c)(3) status 

Established 3 Memorial Scholarships: 
Mildred & Bob Arthur,              

Elaine Callan, and Elinor Duffus  

Assembled new Board of Directors 
and hired Executive Director 
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Mission Statement:   
“to empower women and children with a  free education.” 

Our teacher at the Chandrahiya FreeSchool  
in Motihari 

“You can tell the condition of a nation 
by looking at the status of its women.”  

Jawaharlal Nehru, 1st Prime Minister of India 

Normally Kashmira’s parents would keep her out of school to look after 
her younger brothers and sisters and eventually do the cooking, cleaning 
and laundry.  
 
Because FreeSchools is held late in the day, she has a chance of a free 
education. 



WELCOME MESSAGE 

 
 
Greetings and hearty welcome to this first Annual report of the FreeSchools World Literacy charity 
(FreeSchools)! We are in our fourth year of operations and 2009 has proven to be a breakthrough year. 
Wonderful new volunteers are helping FreeSchools at home while our exceptional Field Partners are 
achieving outstanding success abroad.  In addition, there seems to be an about turn in the media, finally 
reporting seriously on the brutality and cruelty inflicted on hundreds of millions of women and girl s 
worldwide. The call for women’s empowerment and girls’ education is the cause of our time and 
FreeSchools has a proven and effective model that gives girls priority but not at the expense of boys. Our 
work has only just begun.  

 
Today FreeSchools employs 90 teachers and supervisors, mainly women. We 
provide non formal primary education to 3,000 poor village children.         
Rigorous records are kept to track the future of these students who complete 
the FreeSchools program. With 5 years of free education, by next year we will 
know exactly how many children are able to continue their education either 
with the help of parents or on scholarship.  
 
We are also tracking what happens to young women in our Women’s         
Empowerment programs. We empower young women (12-16 years) with      
tailoring and embroidery classes. It is our dream to have a tailoring school 
associated with each FreeSchool so that both literacy and sewing skills can 
equip young women to delay marriage and have fewer and healthier         
children.  
 
This February, I make my 8th trip to Asia and am thrilled to be joined for the 
first time by fellow Canadians. We will be a group of 8, three of whom are 
new Board members, plus 8 year-old Hayley Lowden from Bradford, Ontario    

   who founded the “ FreeSchools Kids Club”.  
 
We moved offices to Collingwood, assembled a new and creative working Board, and hired a capable and 
energetic Executive Director. We have expanded the organization into the U.S. with charitable status and 
continue to support the team in Australia now applying for charitable status. We will be moving forw ard 
with new support, bold vision and optimistic plans for making FreeSchools sustainable well into the future. 
 
To all those who have remained faithful in your love of the children, I salute you. Thank you for yo ur trust 
in us and your generosity that makes our schools possible. You may not personally witness the life-
changing progress in the children as I do, but I assure you that you bring joy into their lives and they feel 
gratitude in ways you can’t imagine.  
 
Sue Tennant 
Founding President 
Collingwood, Ontario, Canada  

The call for 

women’s 

empowerment 

and girls’ 

education is the 

cause of our 

time 
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“During adolescence the world expands  
for boys but contracts for girls…  

girls are systematically deprived.”  

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweeala, 
Managing Director, World Bank 

“Investment in girls’ education may well be the highest return investment available in the developin g world,”  

Larry Summers, Former Chief Economist, World Bank 

Deepshika 
 

“On behalf of all those on scholarship, I tell all of you and that you’re 
in our lives like a light in the darkness. You make us strong to stand on 
our own feet. You command our unselfishness and inspire us to help 
others.  Without you, we would be confined to thinking only of our own 
needs.  It is by your very example and commitment to the poor that we 
can think of helping others in society. We admire your every effort to 
spread the light of education. What can we return to you for all the 
valuable help you have given? We assure you that we study well. I am 
Deepshika, 3rd year, Honours Zoology and FreeSchools scholar at 
Patna Women's College.” 
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OPERATIONS 

 
 
FreeSchools World Literacy currently raises funds in Canada and around the world to expand the FreeSchools model in India and 
Thailand. The schools are managed by excellent Field Partners who share the mission of empowering women and children with a free  
education.  Our Field Partners have a strong record in education and bring resources such as volunteers, contacts, donations and    
cultural expertise that make invaluable contributions to the success of FreeSchools.  

Sapana’s story 
 
As an unwanted newborn, 
Sapana was rescued by 
police from a garbage 
dump.  
 
At FreeSchools she never 
scores under 90% in  
academics.  Her prize  
possession is a blackboard. 
She teaches neighbouring 
children, who are not in 
FreeSchools, what she 
learns each day. 

The FreeSchools Model 
 
Our model is cost-effective and simple to replicate.  
 

·  teach only students without access to education 

·  locate schools where the need is greatest 

·  use donated space safe for children 

·  focus resources on teacher training and salaries 

·  hold classes in early evening to avoid conflicts with other responsibilities  

·  recruit mainly female teachers from the same villages as the children 

·  provide ongoing teacher training and supervision  

·  ensure respect for all religions with no proselytizing  

·  give girls priority but not exclusivity  

·  provide a quality primary curriculum  

·  provide HIV/AIDS and human trafficking awareness  

·  provide learning materials, snacks, clothing and transportation when needed  

·  encourage students to continue education in government schools  

·  provide modest scholarships for exceptional students  

Our model is 

cost-effective 

and simple   

to replicate.  

Our Schools 
 

We are proud of our extensive network of schools. 
They are located in the states of Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh in  India (close to Delhi), and in the Fang 
region in Chiang Mai province near the Myanmar 
border in northern Thailand.    
 
Bihar, India  
·  47 Schools 
·  5 Tailoring centres 
 
Uttar Pradesh, India  
·  12 Schools 
·  4 Tailoring centres 
 
Fang Region, Thailand 
·  12 Schools 



FIELD PARTNERS 
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Bihar—India 
 

Sr. Mary Crescence, Superior, Sisters of the Sacred Heart (SSH) founded the free evening 
school model to provide secular education in a non-formal setting in 1996.  She has been a 
teacher and administrator in Bihar for 50 years and oversees her FreeSchools team of 56 
teachers and supervisors.  She personally trains each teacher and has group training 
monthly. She has a rigorous process for allocating funds and scholarships. The supervisors 
visit the schools regularly.  They solve problems and supply regular reports, make          
recommendations, transport supplies as needed, and pay the salaries.  They are the public 
relations and authoritative face of FreeSchools in the villages. 
 
In 2009, 7 new schools were opened bringing the current total to 52. The ideal centre has an 
enrollment of 45, but numbers often swell to 60, 80 and some have over 100 children.  

Fang Region of Chiang Mai Province—Thailand 
 

The Mirror Foundation manages our 12 FreeSchools in the Fang area of Chiang Mai prov-
ince.  The Mirror Foundation is a large Thai NGO working for human rights and education 
among hill tribes. They maintain constant and consistent reporting.  
 
In Thailand the barrier to education for hill tribes is language.   Most don’t speak, read or write 
Thai.  Each hill tribe has its own language and culture and without Thai becomes isolated and 
easily exploited. FreeSchools focuses on teaching Thai language skills and mathematics to equip 
students to enroll in the government schools.  FreeSchools also provides modest scholarships 
for the brightest students in need.  Once a FreeSchool becomes well established, Mirror works 
cooperatively with education officials to transfer financial responsibility over to the govern-
ment.  In 2009, the funding of 5 FreeSchools was taken over by the government.   
 
Subsequently 5 new FreeSchools are being opened in very poor and remote areas. 

Uttar Pradesh—India 
 

Dr. Ashish Amos is Secretary General of ISPCK Publishing in Delhi.  He is an education   
specialist having founded 5 private schools in Delhi.   In 2001, he began to establish and    
personally finance free education for impoverished children and young mothers.  
 
In 2007, FreeSchools began partial funding of 12 schools and 4 Women’s Empowerment   
Centres and achieved 88% funding in the last 10 months.  While the schools are free, they 
operate in the daytime like formal schools.  We rent shelters as the parched land is devoid of 
trees and shade is at a premium. Ella Sonawane of ISPCK, is charged with day-to-day      
management. 

Uttar Pradesh 

Fang Region 

Bihar 
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SITE VISITS 

 
Annual or semi -annual site visits are essential to maintaining accountability and good relations with the Field Par tners.  They also 
give the children and teachers the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned and to express gratitude to their teachers.   
Children also marvel that people from around the world care about them.  

Seeing the schools first-hand is life-changing and results in the visitor’s greater commitment to 
our mission.  In 2006 and 2007 Saskia Raevouri was the first to visit with Sue Tennant.  She has 
personally sponsored several children on scholarship, funded wheelchairs and recently raised 
enough money to renovate a cow barn into a dormitory for 30 girls in Bihar. She serves on the 
FreeSchools World Literacy-USA Board and is building the new international FreeSchools website. 
She will be returning in March 2010 with Dr. John Lange to officially open the girls’ dormitory.  

Following India, Sue Tennant met with Australian friends Judy and Joanna Townsend to 
tour the Thai schools. Prior to the trip, Judy campaigned for donated school supplies and was 
met with an overwhelming community response. Judy Townsend personally distributed 
thousands of practical donations to the FreeSchools. Meanwhile her daughter Joanna, a TV 
journalist for Channel Nine News in Sydney, produced a special report on FreeSchools World 
Literacy.  Upon returning home to Australia they organized several fundraisers together with 
fellow Mirror Foundation volunteer Linda Alcorn. Over the past year they have raised 
enough to finance three new FreeSchools in Thailand! 

Last January, Geri Johnson (Director, Primary Education Singapore American School) visited the 
Bihar schools with Sue Tennant.  Highly unusual cold produced a blinding thick fog making travel   
difficult. The children often waited for hours in temperatures that hovered around the freezing mark  
in their classrooms, or had to walk several kilometers in bare feet. After returning to Singapore an d 
throughout 2009, Geri Johnson personally sponsored a FreeSchool and raised much awareness among 
her colleagues and significant funds for FreeSchools.  She now serves as Secretary for FreeSchools 
World Literacy -USA and plans to return in March with a friend.  

Saskia Raevouri 

Joanna & Judy Townsend bonding 
with children in Thailand  

As Seen on TV 
 
Channel Nine in Sydney, a large broadcaster 
in Australia, aired this segment in their news 
program on February 20, 2009. 
 
Thank you to Joanna Townsend for producing 
this wonderful piece. 

Watch it online at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeQlAhHq4Cc 

“Less than half of India’s children go to school.”  

Child Rights & You 

Geri Johnson & Sr. Crescence 
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UPCOMING BOARD APPOINTMENTS  

Ashish Kukar 
 

“Born very poor in a family of 
8, my hardworking father, a 
gardener, was unable to 
provide for education. Sr. 
Crescence helped me attend her 
first free evening school in 
Motihari. With the help of 
scholarships, I finished high 
school and now am doing a 
B.A.  I work as a teacher in 
Naya Gaon Chapra. 
FreeSchools changed my life 
and fulfilled my dream to 
become something. I am so 
grateful to all the Board 
members and I pray God helps 
you continue your good 
works.” 

Last September, 8-year old Hayley Lowden founded a 
FreeSchools Kids Club at her school in Bradford, 
Ontario.  Sixteen children and 4 parents meet every 
Wednesday to brainstorm ways to support 
FreeSchools. They have come up with 10 fundraising 
ideas to try out this school year and in doing so are 
learning valuable organizational and life skills. 
Hayley intends to  challenge 8 other schools to start a 
FreeSchools Kids Club before she goes to India to 
visit the FreeSchools in February. 

. 

“Empowering young women through education will help 
reduce overpopulation in areas that cannot support it and 
avoid extremism in the children they raise.”  

Author Lawrence M. Krauss’ book:  
How Women Can Save the Planet 

Children at our Chandrahiya School,  
sponsored by Havergal College, Toronto 

President Sue Tennant 

Vice-President Dr. Heather Palmer (Bradford)  

Secretary Aita Pompilio (Collingwood)  

Treasurer David Graves (Ottawa)  

Director Heather Meier (Denmark)  

Director Sonja DeRoo (Stouffville) 

Director Wendy Durand (Toronto)  

Director Joan Pajunen (Town of Blue Mountains) 

Director (to be confirmed) Dr. Sadhana Prasad (Waterloo) 
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DONOR RECOGNITION - 2009 

Circle of Friendship (Up to $100) 

Family Ties ($100 — $1,500) 

Benefactors (Over $1,500) 

Andrew Longmuir  
Anne-Marie Hood  

Betty F. Davis 
Blythe Malloy  

By the Bay Probus Club 
Carl Stockman 
Darryl Reiter  
Diane Brown 

Eileen Mildred Arthur  
Ellen Louise Sparling 

Frank Tilley  
Heart of America Society 

Heather Palmer 
Henry L. Chin  

Hydro One Employees Charity Trust Fund  
Jacqueline & Robert Sutherland 

Jean Vanier High School 
Jeannie Marie Scott 
Jean-Pierre Heudier  

Judy Nyland  
Jody Bowle-Evans 

Josie E. Bruhn 
Joyce & Paul Klaver 

Julie Lamb 
Laura Baehr 

Louise Sparling 
Marta & Dave Elders 

Marylyn Joel  
Melissa Alldis  

Meredith Sprunger  
Paddy O’Brien 

Ray W. Mackenzie 
Richard E. Johnson 

Roman Perdec 
Serge M. Jusyp 
Shelley Wilson 
Shirley Arthur  
Stella Rzadki 
Sylvia Finch 

Tyene Trienen 
Vicky Morrison  

William Cheshire  
Winnefred Hunt  

Amy Vaughn & Deborah Shoaf  
Angela Griffith & Susan Hizey  

Annemarie Shrouder  
Becky & Ronald Mast 
Beth & James Lyman 

Betty & Robert Bullock  
Beverly & Ronald McClellan  

CanadaHelps.org 
Carol & Fred Mewmaw  

Cassie McClellan 
Chantal Burchett 

Elaine & David Beard 
Ellen & Darryl Shanks  

Emily Sue & Rodney Enhen 

Erin Rooney 
Geoff Banning 

George Zuberbuehler 
Ida Stebbins 

JE & S Matthews 
Joanne Scala 

Jonathon Burman 
Julee & Randy Buckley 
Kathy & Dick Suntken  

Kerry & Chester Winans  
Keyur Patel 

Kim & Archie Allen  
Kimberly & Todd Dodson  
Laura & Michael Bissen 

Luella & Fred Darr  
LW Gaffey 

Martha & George Urquhart  
Martha Urquhart Koslowsky  

Merindi Belarski  
Nancy & Dennis Lowe  
Patricia & James Kelley 

Rotary Club of Meaford Inc.  
Ruth & James Nelson 

Susan C. Cook 
Suzette & Court Fischer 

Theda Eckert 
Vanmala Mukerji  

9088-1525 Quebec Inc. 
9098-9872 Quebec Inc 

Gestion Charland Lessard Inc. 

Grand Canyon Society of Arizona 
Havergal College 
IQ Properties Inc. 

Judy Davies 
Lorraine & Neville Kirchmann 

Rotary Club of Toronto Eglinton 

Our work would not be possible without our faithful donors. We gratefully acknowledge their invaluab le support.  

School Sponsors ($1,500) 
Arthur Family  
Blythe Malloy  
Derek Tennant 

Everwijn Hoedemaker  
Geri Johnson 

Havergal College 
Jannie & Tom Choquette 
Licia & Paolo Maccario 

Linda McCabe 
Line & Gaetan Charland 

 

Lorraine & Neville Kirchmann  
Smithville United Methodist Church  

Will Sherwood  
William Bellerive  

The Dr. Elgin McCutcheon Memorial Fund in support of FreeSchools World Literacy, established in 2008 by  
Judy Davies and friends, is managed by the Toronto Community Foundation.  

Endowment Fund 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY  
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Our Annual Report outlines interim financial statements only. Please note that we are issuing this r eport prior to year -end and only 
the partial year is outlined in this document. Final financial data will be released after we close our books for 2009. 
 
In terms of where our donations go we are pleased to report that 92% of all donations go directly to  our schools. Office and adminis-
trative expenses are kept as low as possible. The cost for the site visits, for example, are covered personally by visitors with  no charge 
to the charity.  

Where our donated dollars go: 
Sonal Vincent 
 

“The World Literacy 
scholarship changed my life.  It 
changed me and my thinking. 
At first I thought that I cannot 
become my thing in life 
because we are poor.  But a 
scholarship has made me feel I 
can do much.  I study hard and 
bring good marks and will do 
great things.  Knowing that 
someone in Canada and 
someone in Australia knows 
and loves me makes me feel 
proud and great.  I cannot tell 
you how happy I feel and how 
grateful I am.  I am still small 
but am very thankful to the 
World Literacy program which 
changed me and gave joy to my 
father.  I pray you will help 
many children like me.” 

Donations Increasing Year Over Year 

Office & Admin Expenses (8%) 

To Be Allocated to the Field  (11%) 

Schools in 
India 
(56%) 

Schools in  
Thailand 
(25%) 

Companies 
46% 

Individuals 
38% 

16% 

Schools, 
Clubs, 

Churches 

Where our donations come from 

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

2007 2008 2009 Partial
Year Only +
Projected

Donations to date plus all scheduled automatic recurring  
donations gives us our best year yet. 
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LIST OF SCHOOLS 

Village # Schools

Bettiah 6
Bettiah Town 1
Banuchapar 2
Lalgarh 2
Neenwalia 1
Dhum Nagar 1
Chanain Bandh 2
Sugauli 5
Motihari 5
Bariarpur 2
Malahtola 1
Tali 1
Bankat 2
Harijan Tola 1
Mushari Tola 1
Chandrahiya 2
Dharmuha 4
Bairiya 5
Patna 1
Muzzafarpur 3
Bariarpur Tali 1
Bhita 1
Harvatika 2
TOTAL 52

Bihar

Village # Schools

Ghaziabad 4
Fatehpurberi 4
Chandanhola 4
Satbari 4
TOTAL 16

Delhi & Uttar Pradesh

School in Banuchapar,  
sponsored by the Arthur Family Sponsored School in Lalgarh  

“ Today the world is tormented with 
violence and war, man is pre-occupied 
with himself, has no time for his 
neighbour. Increasing selfishness  
widens the gap of forgetfulness and 
unconcern for fellow men. 
 
Under such change in man what has 
fascinated you dear Sue and all the 
Board members of FreeSchools? 
What in these poor children has 
charmed you, that from millions and 
millions of miles, you look at them 
with passionate love, your dreams of 
joy rest upon these guileless unloved 
ones? Isn’t it a divine love residing in 
the very depth of your heart, inspiring 
you to pour your love on them?”  

Sr. Crescence, 
August  Report, 2009 

Village # Schools

Mae Ai (Prapan Aree) 1
Baan Luang (Phakoh) 1
Nong Tao 1
Lin Puton 1
Praju 1
Huay Muang 1
Doi Pu Muen 1
Huay Jun Si 1
Huay Krai 1
Rom Thai 1
New Fang Area 2
TOTAL 12

Thailand
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FINAL WORDS 

In the works: Documentary Film  
We have had three planning meetings with a U.S. Documentary film 
team to produce a one-hour documentary on the FreeSchools in Bihar. 
Award winning director Risa Morimoto will be joining us in India this 
February where she will obtain some preliminary shots and scout for a 
formal shoot in November of 2010.  

 

Initiatives started in 2009 support the following goals: 

·  5-year assessment 

·  maintaining transparency and charitable compliance 

·  strengthening revenue sources 

·  increasing awareness 

·  branding and communications 

·  expanding our model where feasible 

In the works: Feasibility Study  
FreeSchools works well among Hill Tribes in Thailand. Since these tribes share 
similar social and economic challenges as many First Nations communities here 
in Canada, can the FreeSchools model help? We have identified 94 Inuit and 
First Nations communities as being without a school. Our feasibility study will 
involve 2 formal phases: research, and pilot schools. A grant is pending from 
the Centre for Business and Economic Development in Collingwood for the 
implementation of the first phase. Upon completion we will initiate Phase 2. 

In the works: FreeSchools Kids Clubs 
In support of our FreeSchools Kids Clubs we will develop 
a tool kit for both parents and students so they can start 
a club on their own. A short video will be part of the 
tool kit. Sponsors will help us  achieve  widespread  
distribution. 

We have been pursuing a 
number of grants: 
 

·  Good Foundation Inc. 

·  Association Femmes 
d’Europe 

·  Yahoo! Employee   
Foundation 

·  Chapters Indigo 

In the works:  

In the works: FreeSchools 
Sewing Circle 

“There’s not a problem on earth where the solution does not begin with an education,”  

Sue Tennant 

This is a membership club for women 
and girls. The goal is to raise funds to 
gift each graduate of our tailoring 
schools with a treadle sewing       
machine. A girl who can sew and is 
possession of her own sewing      
machine has respect in the commu-
nity and a potential income for life. 



(705) 446-1118 
www.freeschools.org 

FSWLCanada@gmail.com 

51 St. Lawrence  
Collingwood, Ontario  
L9Y 4Y3  

FreeSchools World Literacy was 

founded to raise awareness of 

the impact that illiteracy has on  

millions of children, especially 

girls, and to raise support for 

spreading a low cost non-formal 

education   model. 

 

It was legally incorporated in 

2005, and obtained official chari-

table registration status the fol-

lowing year. 

Canadian Registered Charity 
83157 5477 RR0001 


